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Every person who gathers Maoris around 
him by practising on their superstition or 
credulity, or who misleads or attempts to 
mislead any Maori by professing or 
pretending to profess supernatural powers 
in the treatment of  cure of  any disease, 
or in the foretelling of  future events, or 
otherwise, is liable on summary conviction 
before a Magistrate to a fine not 
exceeding twenty-five pounds or to 
imprisonment for a period not exceeding 
twelve months in the case of  a second or 
any subsequent offence against this Act.

Tohunga Suppression Act

Rua Kenana



Tohu & Te Whiti, Parihaka Prophets Pass1907



Kennedy Warne
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Missionary Challenge of  Allegiance
‘We shall be united and we shall support the 
Government with all our might’. 

Bishop Selwyn to William Williams 

‘When the missionaries came first 
they had two ploughs, one for 
heaven and one for earth – the one 
for heaven was kept going before 
our eyes, the other kept out of  
sight’. 











What a commission it is to express a future that none think imaginable!
Of course, this cannot be done by inventing new symbols, for that is a
wishful thing. Rather, it means to move back into the deepest memories
of this community and activate those very symbols… that have been
known concretely in this particular history..

Walter Brueggemann




